“And the garment of Gogw Ariness— tARL is Pest.

The Qur'an, 7:.24

Indeeq) you have in the Messenger of Gog A kﬂwl‘yfhl example for those whe hope for
Gor ang the Last Pay, ang remember Goq much.

The Qur’'an, 35.21

Frimorglial man sees the ’jrﬂﬂl‘er’/ﬂ the ‘lesser’: the worly 75 NAature, 17 /‘ﬂczi fﬂ/[/ECZL)’
Heaven, Ang con 1/57)', 1 An existentinl lﬂﬂjuﬂjﬂ, A fivine message AAL 15 AL vnce
multiple ang unigoe. The moral result of this perspective of the ‘transiuciy’ cosmos is
a fﬂ)’/ﬂ(%[ Ang even gevotional Attituge tow Al virgin Natore, this SANCEDIATY —
the key to whith has been lost to the West since the fisappenrance of the
mythologies— which fortsfies Ang inspires those o) ifs chilgren whe have retaineq the
Sense of 15 mysteries, As Terra gug for Anthesn.

-Frithjof Schuon, “The Sympolist Mind”

What is Gooq Lifa,?
An OVerview of Islamic Ethics

RELLTY : 5’/%’7710/?)
MWF 5:50-4.20  pim (C dwnmhjﬁﬂm 707)

WHAT IS ITABIUTE (Previeust Y Conrse Dz;cr?ﬂm)
This course is An overview of Islamic ethical Life and thought through an orientation

in the Islamic view af the universe and [mmnm’tf; ’s Plnce within it, wmfeting z
complementing modes of Iwing ethical, 5 proposals for & qood human Llife. We will
explore these themes through a close reading of seminal Muslim ethical texts. There
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are three staqes in our journey. In STAGE I we will learn about the foundations of
Islamic ethics, i.e., the mythical, theological, scriptural and prophetic background of
all-things-Istamic. In STAGE II we will survey the Various modes of ethical
thinking and proposals for good life within the Islamic religious and intellectunl
tradition. Here, we will ex}alare legwl, religiaus, tiwalagiml, litemm?, mystiml and
philosophical strands of Islamic ethical life and thought. STAGE IIT will be a
synthesis and culmination of various idens discussed in STAGES 1 4 1T and our basis
Jor wider claims and conclusions about Islamic ethical life. A5 A case study Jor
Application of these modes to & contemporary ethical issue, we will fraﬁe Muslim
responses to the ecalagical crisis. Here, we will witness how these modes orient,
navigate and sfm?e debates regwn{ing the environment. In STAGE 111, we will also
explore how the various ethical modes have fared or have been transformed in
cmtem}wmrv times. CADTE: Since lemm'ng 15 An ewlving process, the course map,

readings and intellectual practices may be s[wiftea( and adjusted As necessary.)



TREE OF ISLAMIC ETHICS:
SURVEY MAP
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ROOTS: REVELATORY, PROPHETIC 5 MYTHICAL ORIENTATIONS

P Fd et et el e et et e e g g e et e e e

WEEKT (Jan 14-18): Orienting Tales
eAdings:
MON: Preamble
WED: Review the Syllabus; HANDOUT: “Hadith of Gabriel”
FKRI: 517%( R Zamir, “3o Tell Them the Tale: The On'znting Tale af AL That's Istamic”

( Dmvft)

“ Introquction to Islam/Hadith Gabriel
% The Islamic Myth and its Implications for Islamic Ethics

WEEK Z (Jan 23-25): Orienting - Scriptural Roots: The Cur'an

Kg&dingg:

MON: **NO CLASS ON MONDAY DUE T MLK HOLIPAY (TAN. Z1.2018) ***
WED: Lecture: INTRODUCING ISLAMIC ETHICS

o

% ()n'znting and Kaating Ourselves in Islamic Ethics
% The Qur'anic Worldview and its Ethical Implications

WEEK?Z (Jan Z§- Feb 1): The Cutr’an - Fra;akatic Roots

Kg&dingg:

MON: Fazlur Rahman, Mﬂ]'ar Themes 7[ the duran (selections)



WED: Fazlur Rahman, Mﬂ]}zr Themes 75 the Suran (selections)

VI IH > < Lectore.

% Is the Qur'an an Ethical Text? How?
% Key Lur'anic Ethical Terms 5 Concepts
% The Prophetic Model of Ethical Life

WEEK 4 (Feb 4-8): Fra;y[uatic Roots-~ Islamic Law/3Shari‘ah
Kg&dingg:
MON: Hadith Selections 1) Moral ﬁﬂlﬁiﬂy)’ ff;lﬂm, 49-b5 5 2) AL-Amin MAzrud,

The Content of Character: ELAicnl Sayings of the Frophet Muhammag, pp. 14-Z0
WED: SRE lecture: MODES Vf Ethics; Watch Muhammad: Leqacy af A Pra/v[»et

YV 9H > < Lectre.

< Howis the }’ra}yket Source af Istamic Ethics?

Complexities of Treating the Lur'an and the Prophet as Sources of Islamic
Ethics

Various “Modes” of Ethical Thinking and Life in the Islamic Tradition
Ethics as Law, Law as Ethics: #How is Shariah an Ethical Coded
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WEEK 5 (Feb 17-15) :Istamic Law (Shari’ah) - Islamic T[uaolagv/ (Kalam)

Eendingg:

MON: Kamali, Share ah Law’: Luestions ang Answers (selections)

WED: Open Session, TBD (70 Be Discusseq, Discovereq, Decideq)

FEB. 4: BEING HUMAN SERIES LECTURE #: Baing Human in Divine Pers/vzctiw
(Sloan)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZqpPG_kaWw

V985 Lectre.

“How is Shariah an Ethical Code?” Explored

The Principle of Amr BT ma ‘ru'/[u/ﬂ ﬂﬂﬁy ‘An Al-munkar
% Islamic Theology, major schools and their Ethical Concerns
* Relationship between Islamic Law, Theoloqy and Ethics

L X4

L X4

0
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Kg&dingz:

MON: ita}p al-usil al-khamsa (Mu'tazila Text, tr. Richard Martin, pp.90-117,
,Englis[» title: szfzmgkﬂ 7‘ Reason in Ilam (Consult/ ]Zefer to the earlier c/m}ater As &
commentary As needed)

WED: Open Session, TBD (70 Be Discusseq, Discovereq, Decideq)

o

* Mu'tazilites and Asharites: What is at Stake in the Debate?
& Agaband its Various Memm’ngs

Eg&dingg:
MON: Tkhwan al ~5ﬂbfn, The Animals LAnSurt ﬂyﬂiﬂif #&t/nﬂﬂify
WED: Open Session, TBD (70 Be Discusseq, Discovereq, Decideq)

FER. 27 BEING HUMAN SERIES LECTURE #2: To be Human is to be
Punishable (Sloan)

o

% Ethics and Muslim Literature
% Ethics and the Sufi Tradition
* Sufiview of the World, Ways of Knowing and Ethics



SFRING BREATK: Mar 7 (#:20 F.M.D —~ Mar [/ (8:20 AM.)

WEEKS (Mar 11-15): 5u fi/ S}Jiritumliﬁ? ~ Virtue in Islamic Fkilasa]ahy

Kg&dingg:

MON: Seyved Hossein Nast, The Gargen of Truth (selections) T
WED: Seyyed Hossein Nast, The Garglen of Truth (selections) 11

o

* Ilamic Spirituality and Ethics
% Virtue Ethics within the Islamic Tradition

WEEK 7 (Mar 18-22): Virtue in Islamic F[Lilasa}y[w/ 17

Eendingg:

MON:Thn Miskm/zw h, The /fe/z’ﬂememf 7f Character (First Discourse)
WED: Thn Miskmmy h, The /fe/fzhememf 7f Character (Selections)
FRI: Ibn Miskmmy h, The /ﬁyfz'ﬂﬂmﬂnt 7[ Character (Selections)

% Ethics within Islamic }’[w’law}a[w'ml Tradition

WEETK 10 (Mar 25-29): MIDTERM REVIEW

MON: PREPARATION FOR MIDTERM
WED: Open Session, TBD (70 Be Discusseq, Discovereq, Decideq)

MAR LT : BEING HUMAN SERIES LECTURE #5: A Christian Humanism (200
Room)

FRI: MIDTERM REVIEW (IN-CLASS)

P Fed et et et e et et e e g e e et et e



FRUITS, NURTURING THE GARDEN 4§ WHERETO Now
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WEEK 11 (A’Pr 1-5): Being Muslim, Being Pious £ gac{fem—ing Muslim
Kg&dingg:

MON: AL-G hazali, Lettertva Pz';cylg

WED: Vincent Cornell, “Fruit af the Tree af ’Iénawlaa(gﬂ”

FRI: Sewyed #ossein Nast, The Gargen of Truth (selections)

* #Historical and Conceptual Interplay among the Various Modes of Islamic
Ethics

% unity of Muslim Moral Life 5 Synthesis of Modes/ Branches

* KEY TERMS: 7agwn/ Khnlyetc.

WEEK 1Z (Apr §-12): Islamic Ethics Today

MON: Moglersn Mustim Theology: Engaging Gogl Ang the Werlg.. I
WED: Mogern Muslam Theology: Engaging Gog ang the Worlg... 1T
FRI: Moglern Muslim Theology: Engaging Goq ang the Worlg... 11T

% Continuities 5 Discontinuities of Modes of Islamic Ethics in the Modern World

S &mtam};amn? Issues Debates
RS Imngining Muslim Responses to Ethical Issues

WEEK 17 (Apr 17-19): A Case Study: Islam and the Current Ecological Crisis
Eendingg:

MON: Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Marn Ang Natvre: The Sprritual Crises of the Mogern Man
(selections)

WED: Seyved Hossein Nast, Man ang Nature: The Spiritunl Crisis of the Mogern
Man (selections)

o



EASTER BREAK: APR 17 (4:50 PM.) — APRLHE (530 AM.)
EARTH DAY: APR 22, 2018: Shall we 71&%&%&7

WEEK 14 (Apr. Z4-26): THE GENDER JIHAD

Eendingg:

Kecin AlL, Sexnnl Ethcs ang Islam: Feminist Reflections on dur an, Hagith ang
Jurisprogence

ALPRZ#: BEING HUMAN SERIES LECTURE #4: Baing #umnn:Disciylinm&r
Pers/vactiﬂas (Sloan)

Week. 17 (Apr 22- May 5rd) : Culmination and Synthesis of Islamic Ethics
Eendingg:

FINISH Kecia Als, Sexnnl Ethics ang Blam: Femanist Reflections on dur an,
HAagith ang Jurisprogence § BOOE REPORT

MON: LECTURE/GUEST LECTURE (Pr. Waleed El-Ansary): “Istamic Ethics and
Modern Economy”

FEETHE JOURNAL-PORTFOLIO DUE MAY §77%

TEXT-GUIDES
(Available at the Bookstore and on reserve in the Liprary):

1. Fazlur Rahman, Magor Themes of the Lur'an: Seconq Efition

Z. Mohammad Hashim Kamala, Saarian Law: duestions ang Answers

3. Tkhwan nl~5mfm Rabbi Dan En’a{ga, z Rabbi Kalonymus, The Animals’ Lansurt
Against Homanity: An lnstrateq Oth Century lrngs Ecological Fakle {umm
Kulthum (lustrator); Rabbi Anson Laytner (Translator) }



4. Seyyed Hossein Nast, 7he Gargen of Truth: The Vision Ang Fromise of Sufism,
Blam s Mystical Tradition

5. 1hn MiskﬂLWM7 A, /ﬁyfz'ﬂemeﬂt 7‘ ChAracter (Great Bocks 7[ the Islamec Worlg)

b. Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali, A1-Ghazali Letter to a Disciple (Ghazali
Serwes)

7. Martin Nquyen, Mogern Muslam Theology: Engaqing Gog Ang the World with
Faith ang Imagination (Religion in the Mogern Werlg)

5. Kecin AlL, Sexnnl Ethics ang Isiam: Feminist Reflections on dur' an, #HAgith ang

Jurisprogence

Text-Guides for Basic Background in Islam
Note: Freor kﬂﬂu/leq’je of Blam ang Muslim civilization is not expecteq or Assumed. For yoor
own cam/[ﬂfz‘, you mAy /z'ck ONE V/[ the zhz‘ra/{uctﬂry Bocks 1 steq on Verls 5 Webs.
{Veils § Webs (rizwanzamir.net) > Dear Strangers > Resources)

INTELLECTUAL PRACTICES ( ?reviauslty Course
Keﬂairements/A'ssignments)
Various “Intellectunl Practices” are in place as “building blocks” to help build
synthesis and deep comprehension. They include reviews to ensure that we have
learned the basics and intellectunl practices that require careful reading, 4 strong
understanding, and reflecting upon, texts and themes related to our study of Islamic
ethics.

Midterm REVIEW 20%
Final REVIEW 350
T fue]au mal ~}>artfalia (DUE MAY £) 35,

+ Book Report (Kecia Ali, Sexunl Ethics) 157

+ Z Intarfretiw Keflectims 0%

+ Lagget{ Entries in Tfua]aumnl (Involves Peer- 5 5&1f~ %

Assessment)
L.EA'K’NI’NQ OUTCOMES



INSTRUCTOR'3:
It is expected that by the end of the class, the participants will have:

1. Adequate familiarity with the lanquage and conversations of Islamic ethics
Gi.e., with the key concerns, ideds, issues, debates, terms, cateqories, traditions,
important fiqures and Various modes of Islamic ethical life and thought) >
overall an ability to make sense of Islamic ethical Life and thought;

Z. Firm intellectunl foundations in the suﬁject to engaqe texts and practitioners
of Islamic ethical traditions;

2. Explored and potentially appreciated the diversity and spectrum of ethical
modes and reasoning within Islam (how these modes relate to one another) and
ways Muslims Live Life “Islamically”;

4. Learned how various modes of Islamic ethics apply (or do not apply) to A
pressing ethical concern and evaluated results;

7. Guined skills and appreciation for careful readings of texts that is geared
towards accomplishing better understanding of both the texts and the issues
that t[wv rAise;

LTl fwugfvt about the place and significance of “ethics”;

7. ,Engwge;{ in  various intellectual }amctices, far axmnfle: reflectim,
summwrizing, syntfwsizing z interfreting texts;

5. Learned to assess the intellectunl quality of these practices in their own work

As well as that af their peers
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NOTE: The most significmnt 7ml af this class is to make lemm'ng ]'ﬂy/irl, relevant
Aand mzlﬂﬂz'ﬂy/‘i/[ for all involved. Mnking the class more relevant to you personally is
something that will require your engaqement and deep interest. Feel free to talk to
the instructor About ways in which you (or/and the instructor) could contribute in
M[»ieving these 5mls, Persmmllt? And As A cLAsS.

YOUR3?
For a note on this, see “A Note on Lenming Outcomes ( 1jaur5.7 )" on Veils g Weps

(rizwanzamir.net > Scroll Down, Bottom Left, “Notes” Section).

Disabilities: A student who requires accommodation Jor & documented c{im%lity of
any type should see the instructor immedintely to discuss modifications to course
requirements. “Davidson Colleqe Values the diversity of its community and is an
equal access institution that admits otherwise qualified applicants without reqard
to disn%lity. The college seeks to accommodate requiests for accommodations related to
c{imﬁility that are determined to be reasonable and do not compromise the inteqrity af
A program ot curriculum. To maKke such a request or to ngin A conversation about A
Passi}le requiest, please contact Beth Bleil, Director of Academic Access and Dim]n’litv
Resources, in the Center far T em[w’ng and Lemmmg 1717 Visiting her affice in the E. 4.
Little Library, by emailing her at bebleil @dpvidson.edu, or by calling 704-514-Z121.

Tt is best to submit accommodation requests within the drop/ add period; however,
requests cAn be made At Any time in the semester. Please Keep in mind that

Accommodations Are not retroactive.”

Honor and Conscience: The Colleqe expects students to fully abide by the Honor Code.
The instructor wonders about our conscience and the convergence/ c{i\/ergence between
the two.
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Additional Resources 5 Support: There Are numerous resources available to hely
you through the course. Please see the section entitled “Resources” under the

“Denar Stmngars " tap fram Veils 4 Webs (rizwanzamir.net).

Frovf. 5175{ Rizwan Zamar [ 0]7%&: Eumenean Hall 104; Phone: (704) §74 27501

Email: rizamir@davidson.edv (Satu n(nys Iam qone; Sum{mys I slawly re~emarga)

Meeting Hours: Mondays §-1 am (Schedule Aappointments Sign-Up Genius
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