The Py #e will Assemble you for the Day of Assembly - that is the Pay of Deprivation.
Ang whoever believes in ALIakh ang qoes righteonsness - #He will remove from him his
misgleeds And Agmit him Lo gariens Peneath which rivers s flow; wherein they will Abige
Jorever. ThAL 15 the JrEAL ALLAIINENE.
Qurané#:?

%}79&’ you gz,
The ]’m/A}zz‘

o Atf] 350 1F Comes ABout LAAEL, if ome flres not stop short of the most profound orer of
reAlity, it can Fe saiq in all truth that the ‘enq of & world never is Ang never can Fe
anything but the end of an stlusion. P.L7Y
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the END.

DEATH, APOCALYPSE, MESSIANISM 4 THE WORLD-TO-COME

REL 174 (S;aring Z017)
T § TH 12:15 — 1:50 pim (Chambers Z1b4)

WHAT I3 THE COURSE AROUTY
This course deals with “The End.” and future of Auman and cosmic Life As prophesized

within the Islamic sources, and interpreted and envisioned ]717 Istamic tradition and

Muslims. It surveys death, afterlife and the world to-come, apocalypse, And messianic



themes within Islamic thowght, culture and history. We will fmgin with An
orientation to the “Islamic Myth” of creation and flow of sacred history. We then
will examine Personal eschatoloqy where we explore human death and the afterlife,
the journey from the grave till The Day (of Tudgment), depictions of heaven and
hell, and purpose and meaning of death (and 7717 extension Life). Here, we will also
consider Various interpretations and debates amongst Muslims about the end of times,
including gqendered and Shi'ite contestations. Finally, we Approach Cosmic
eschatoloqy where we will detail Islamic wnderstanding of the apocalypse and the
End of times, the Messianic fiqure of the Guided One (MahdL) and individual and
collective judgment of humanity. We will also explore the imprint 5 impact of
esc/mtalagy on Muslim culture, }aalitics, [»istarv 5 contemporary times. The course
will end with reflections on the relevance of Islamic eschatology for the world we Live

in.
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PREAMBLE: ROOTS OF ISLAMIC VIEWS OF “THE END.”

WEEK T (Jan 15-17): The Beginnings: Mythical and Scriptural Roots of “The END.”
o The #adith Gabriel
o 3RZ, “THE ORIEN TING TALE o'f all that's Istamic” (DRAFT)

WEEK Z (Jan ZZ-Jan Z4): Islamic Revelatory 5 Pre-Arabian Historical Contexts

* The Garden and the Fire, pp.1-20
o The Islamic Understanding of Death 5 Resurrection, pp.147-157
o Leor Halevi, Muhammad's Grave (selections)

D'jINQ, DEATH 45 THE Q]ZA'V-E
WEEK? (Jan Z1-21): Dying and Death

o AL-Ghazalion the Remembrance of Death ang the Arterlifz, pp.57-16 5 121-147
o The Ilamac ﬂﬂ/{kﬂl‘ﬂﬂ/{thj fpeﬂtﬁ 7 Resurrection, pp.31 b1

WEEK 4 (Feb 5-7): Death, Dying, Funerals in Early Islamic #istory
o Leor Halevi, Muhammaq s Grave (selections)
o “The Funeral Praver” Relinnce 7[ the Traveler: A Classic Manual gffflﬂmzk
Sacreqd Law (PDF)



THE END OF THE WORLD 5 THE WORLD-T0-COME

WEETK S (Feb 12-14): Beginning of the END., its Signs 5 the END.

o« A gAﬂZﬂlz' on the Remembrance fpeﬂtﬁ ang the /yi‘ﬂrly'%, pp- 171 21k
o The Islpmic Understanding of Death 5 Resurrection, pp. 63-17

WEEK & (Feb 11-21): Visions of the World-to-Come
o The Gargen And the Fire, Z1-31, b3-97 and 111-122
o« A4 gAﬂZﬂl L on the Remembrance yfpeﬂtﬁ ang the /yi‘erl 7’%, pp- L1 7-Zb1

IMPRESSIONS, EXPRESSIONS 4 IMPRINTS OF the EAD.

WEEK 7 (Feb 24-28): Material, Avtistic and Cultural Leqacies I
* Watch the Documentary: Insige Mecca [on reserve in the Library ]
o The Garfen and the Fire, 40-LZ, 18111 5 125-163
*  “The Islamic Garden: History, Sym}alism and the Lur'an” Voices of Islam vol.
4 (Lib. ebook)

SFRING BREAT: Fre, MAar IS¢ (4.0 /.m.) ~ Mon, Mari7 (820 a.m.)

WEEK § (Mar12-14); }’Mlasaykiml, Mystical, Ethical and Moral Legncies Ir
o« A4 gAﬂZﬂl on the Remembrance fﬁeﬂtﬁ andg the /yﬁ‘grl y’%, pp- 7-54, §5-120
Z5Z-Zb1
o The Islamic Anlerstanging of Death 7 Resurrection, pp.1-50
o TheAqak of the Trme Seeker (selections)

WEEK 7 (Mar 17-21): MIDTERM REVIEW
TUESDAY: Prepare far the Review
THURSDAY: MIDTERM REVIEW



INTERPRETING 5 DEBATING the END.

WEEK 10 (MarZL-28): S;Jiritu al, }’f»ilasa;:kiml and Esoteric Inter;;retntims I
K.EA’DINQS WILL BE CHOSEN FROM THIS LIST:
. “A’g[mz Aand A’nj am” in Sﬁz'é'fﬂz‘er/netﬂz‘zbm fﬁlﬂm (Liﬁmry e-book, pp-47-
5%)
o William Chittick, Imaginal Werlg [ Death and Afterlife sectionl, pp. 97-111
(Li}mry e-pook)
o  Salvation ang #Hell in Classical Isiamec %auyﬁt (selections), pp.L7-£0
o Ibn ‘Arabi “At the End af Time” The Meccan Revelationsvol. 1 (selections) e.q.,
pp- tL5-124 (PDF)

WEEK 11 (A'frZA»): C’zmtempamry Muslim Contestations vf Islamic Iiscfmtvlagy

TUESDAY: Yoo will work. on your /ﬂfﬁlzbjﬂurﬂﬂ/. [BRZ's CAMPUS VISIT IN
w1
READINGS WILL BE CHOSEN FROM TH#IS LIST:

o The Biamic Angerstanging of Death 7 Resurrection, pp.19-144 5 155-112

o Said Nursi Risala (Selections)

o Dlam Ang the Fate of Others, 1-25 5 110-145 (On Reserve)

e Dina greenﬁerg, “The Gendered f.x}aressims af grief” (PDF)

o LilaAbu ~Lughod, “TIslam and the Gendered Discourses of Death” (PDF)

* Maryam Jameelah, “The Feminist Movement and the Muslim Woman”

(FDF)

THE MESSIAH, MESSIANIC HOPES 5 MESSIANIC
MOVEMENTS

WEEK 1Z (Apr 2-11): Messianic and Apocalyptic Ideas and Movements in History
* David Cook, “Early Islamic and Classical Sunni and Shiite Apocalyptic
Movements” (PDF)
o Shahzad Bashir “Messianism in Islamic Keligiaus #istary ” (PDF)
o Aprcalypse in Islam, pp.aix-t;



WEEK IZ (A’}:r 2-11); Intersections af ,‘Escfmtalagy and Politics in Contemporary
Isiam
J /I'/amly/;e i Islam, }J}J.é?~fé4'

WEEK 13 (A';:r 16-18): Mahdi, #is :H—elfers, #His Followers (The Shiite Tradition)
K.EA‘DINQS WILL BE CHOSEN FROM THIS LIST:

o LExpectation of the Millennsum (selections)

o  Shissm: Doctrines, Mauyﬁt, 5’/z'nﬂxﬂlz'ty (elections)

o Abdulaziz Sachedinma, Islamsc Messianism (selections)

o Amir-Moezzi, “The End of Time and the Return to the Origin”, 7he spiritnality

fﬁ%z”z’ﬁlﬂm (PDF)
 Divine Guie in Early Shiism (selections)

ZEASTER BREATK (A’/rz'l 72420 o ~ A’/rzz Z4 520 am)
I8 THIS “THE END.”?

WEEK 14 (Thursday, Apr 25): Bringing it AlL #ome to Our World
o The /ﬂ%'jﬂ f&uﬂﬂﬂz‘y, (SELECTIONS) “Introduction”, 50-127 and 172-176

WEEK 15 (T ueﬂ(m;, A—Pr 30): The Signs of Times
BOOK SUMMARY 4 REVIEW: 7he /fﬂtlﬂﬂ 7‘ duantity Aang the 57%; 7[ Tames

1. OPTIONAL FILM EVENING: 7he PArk Krnight Kises (Z0IZ, Thartonm (164,
Noah (Z014) or Another that relates to the themes of the class...

Z. Tea conversation about “The End.” in Popular Culture 5 Medin and sfmn'ng of
Journals



TEXT-GUIDES
A copy af each on Reserve in the Li]7mr17 5 available at the Bookstore)

7 Michael Sells, /l'//rmcﬁz'ﬂj the Quran: The Zﬂr[7 Revelations, Ashiand:
White Cloud Press, 2007;

Z. Jane Ielman Smith 5 Yonne Yazbeck Haddad, The Islamic tUnglerstanging of
DLeath and Resurrection, New York: Oxfan( unit/ersity Press: 2002,

7. Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali, AL-Ghnzali on the Remembrance of
Death and the %ﬂflﬁ.‘ Bock XL 7[ the Revival 7‘ the /l’ﬂlt'yt'ﬂw Scrences, tr.
T. J. Winter. @Mnlmﬁge: The Istamic Texts Society, 1787

4. Nerina Rustomji, 7The Garfen Ang the Fire: #Heaven ang #ell in Islamic
Cultnre, New York: Columbin uniVerSit17 Press, 2007;

5. Jean-Pierre Filiu, A’/ﬂtﬂly/m . Iiam, tr. M. B. DeBevoise Berkelev:
uniVersity af (’/Mifamm Press, Z01T;

L. Rene Guenon, The ﬁez'jﬂ 7’ d,wmzfz'ty ang the 5z'jm 7’ the Times, New York:

Safakin Perennis, 2001,

Text-Guides for Basic Background in Islam
Note: Prior Knowleqge of Blam ang Muslim civilization 15 not expecteq or
Assumeq. For your ow'n comjort, you may pick ONE of the introfuctory Pocks
Listeq on Verls 5 Webs.
(Veils § Webs (rizwanzamir.net) > Dear Strangers > Resources)



LEARNING OUTCOMES (INSTRUCTOR'S):
It is expected that by the end of this class the participants will have:

1.

Become familiarized with the necessary Lanquage and concepts of Islamic
eschatology (i.e., with the key concerns, idens, issues, debates, terms, cateqories,
traditions § important thinkers) 7 cultivated an ability overall to make
sense af Islamic Visions of the End.;

A strong foundation to pursue and critically enqaqe further the texts and
practitioners of IsLamic faith on this subject;

Observed varieties within Islamic understAnding of death and afterlife and
debates that surround these issues;

Explored and enqaqed in an informed discussion about eschatological issues
within the Islamic Tradition in the modern context, including the n]n’lity to
compAre And Contrast VArious um{ersmm(ings;

Reftected wpon various themes related to the course, e.q., deAth, is there Life and
another world, nfter this life, nfter this world, our own deaths, 5 how the world
will end, tf 503

Revisited/re-viewed and cmefully understood reM(ingS, ang gm'nea{
mﬁ;mcmtim af 1ts imfarmnce As an intellectual ;-mctice toone’s lemm’ng;
Learned to assess the intellectual guality of these practices in their own work.

as well as that af their peers.



NOTE: Implicit but the most significant outcome hoped for this class is to make
learning joyful, relevant and meaningful for all involved in the class. Making the
class more relevant to you personally is something that will require your engaqement
and deep interest. Feel free to talk to the instructor about ways in which you (or/and
the instructor) could contribute in achieving these goals, personally and together as

A class.

LEARNING OUTCOMES (PARTICIPANTS, STUDENTS, i.e., YOURS):

Do you have M“7'?

INTELLECTUAL PRACTICES ( Previausly Course A'ssignmmts):

Intellectual Practices are in place throughout the course as “uilding blocks” to help
build synthesis and understanding. Descriptions of each may be found on Veils 5 Webs
under Dear Strangers > Intellectunl Practices.

Midterm Review 5075
Final Review (Cumulative) 350
The PORTFOLIO-Journal (DUE MAY §) 357
Requ ired Entries:
- Z Inter;-ratix/a Keflectims (500 words) 107
— Book. Summnry g Review ( /ﬁ%’jﬂ a/’ &metz’zfy Zert) 157,
— Journal Writing 5 Reflections throughout the Semester
[Entries must be Lagge;{ (Invelves Self/ Feengrm{ing) 107,



Disabilities: A student whe requires accommodation for A documented disability of
any type should see the instructor immedintely to discuss mw{ificntims to course
requirements. “Davidson Colleqe Values the diversity of its community and is an
equal access institution that admits otherwise qualified applicants without reqard
to a(im%lity. The colleqe seeks to accommodate requests for accommodations related to
c{imﬁility that are determined to be reasonable and do not compromise the inteqrity af
A program or curriculum. To make such a request or to ngin A conversation about A
Passi}le requiest, please contact Beth Bleil, Director of Academic Access and Dim]n’litv
Resources, in the Center far Tenc/»ing Aand Lenmmg 1717 \/isiting her affice in the E. 3.
Little Lifrary, by emailing her At bebleil @davidson.edu, or by calling 704-514-Z121.
It is best to submit accommodation requests within the drop/add period; however,
requests can be made At any time in the semester. Please keep in mind that

Aaccommodations are not retroactive.”

Honor and Conscience: The College expects students to fwlly abide ]717 the Honor Code
as set out 7717 the College. The instructor wonders...about the relationship between

Honor 5 Conscience...

Additional Resources 5 Support: Basic writing And speaking sKills are expected in this
course and quality of both will be critical to your success in this course. There Are
numerous resources AVAilable to fual]a you t/mmg/» the course. Please see the section
entitled “Resources” wunder the “Dear Strangers” tah Jrom Veils 3 Webs
(rizwanzamir.net).

INSTRUCTOR:

Prof. 51743;( Rizwan Zamiar [ 0}7%&: Eumenean Hall 104; Phone: (704) §94 27501

Email: rizapir@davidson.edu (Saturdays I am qone; Sundays I slowly re-emerge)
Meeting Hours: Mondays §-11 am (Schedule Appointments Vi Sign-Up Genius)

* If you cannot meet in these times, email me.™
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