
January 06 
(M) 

08 
(W) 

13 
(M) 

15 
(W) 

20 
(M) 

22 
(W) 

27 
(M) 

29 
(W) 

Themes & 

 Topics 

  

Introduction 
The Catholic Imagi-

nation 

 
The Catholic Intellect: The 

Relations between Faith 

and Reason 

“Being Catholic”-

Developing a Typology 

The Centrality of  the 

Sacraments, with empha-

sis on the Eucharist and 

T 

E 

X 

T 

S 

    Timeline of Catholic 
History (M) 

 Dei Verbum 

(Dogmatic Constitu-

tion on Divine Reve-

lation, Vatican II) 

(M)  

 “Why We Came. 

Why We Left. Why 

We Stayed.” (M)    

  Compendium, 3-12.  

 “Approaching the Question 
of God’s Existence,” (M)                

 Aquinas, “The Five Ways.” 
Summa Theologiae I, Q. 2 
ff. (M) 

 White, The Light of Christ, 
Chapter One, 8-46. 

 Compendium, 13-62.  

 L. Cunningham, Catholi-
cism, Chapter Three (M) 

 The Sermon on the 
Mount,” (M) 

 The Rule of Saint Bene-
dict (excerpts)  (M) 

 The Rule of Saint Francis  
(M) 

 Merton, “Mystical Theol-
ogy in Saint John’s Gos-
pel,” (M) 

 Merton, “Western Mysti-
cism: The Influence of 
Saint Augustine,” (M) 

 Compendium, 65-102.  

 The Canon of the Mass
(M) 

 “The Apostles’ 
Creed” (M) 

 White, Chapter Five, 180
-223. (M) 

 Lumen Gentium 

(Dogmatic Constitution 

on the Church, Vatican 

II), pp. 1-29 (M) 

 

Notes 

   SUB-THEMES: 

 The view from above 

 The view “from the 

pews” 

 SUB-THEMES: 

A) Assessing the place of “natural 
theology”; B) Considering the 
Protestant critique of 

Catholic perspectives on the func-

tions of “nature” and “grace.” 

SUB-THEMES: 

Distinctively “Catholic” ap-

proaches to Christian doctrine 

and ecclesiology 

SUB-THEMES: 

Catholicism’s understanding 
of the Eucharistic “real pres-
ence”; the relations between 
the Mass as sacrifice and the 
Atoning event of Calvary. 



February 
03 
(M) 

05 
(W) 

10 
(M) 

12 
(W) 

17 
(M) 

19 
(W) 

24 
(M) 

26 
(W) 

Themes & 

 Topics 

Tradition and 

Authority 

 in Catholicism 

Art & 

Architecture 

Intercessions to 
Mary as the 

“Mother of  God” 
and other Devo-

tional Practices in 
Catholic Piety 

Catholic Morali-

ty and Social 

Teaching  

Catholicism: 

Review, Dis-

cussion & 

Q&A 

First Re-

view 

What is 

“Islam”? 

“Islamic Tradi-

tion”? 

Islam from a 

Shiite Point of  

View 

T 

E 

X 

T 

S 

 The “primacy of 

Peter” and papal 

infallibility (M) 

 Syllabus of Error  

(M) 

 Declaration on 

Religious Liberty 

(M) 

 John Noonan, 

“Development in 

Moral Doc-

trine” (M) 

 White, The Light of Christ, 

pp.72-83 

 L. Cunningham, Catholi-

cism, Chapter Four, 75-99. 

 Barron video or selection of 

slides/overheads on various 

cathedrals and shrines 

 Gregorian chant, selections 

in class 

 Barron, Catholi-

cism, Chapters 4 

& 8 (M) 

 Compendium, 

157-193.  

 Lumen Gentium, 

Chapter 8 pp. 30-

35 (M)  

 

 White, Chapter 
6, 224-260. 

 Compendium, 
105-154  

 Pope Francis, 

Laudato Si, ex-

cerpts, in- class 

N/A—

QUESTIONS 

ON GOOGLE 

DOC  

FIRST 
REVIEW 

“The Orienting 

Tale of all that’s 

Islamic” (M) 

 Ali Naqi al-

Naqvi, Histo-

ry of Islam 

(M) 

 Encyclopedia 

entry, 

“Shiism” (M)  

Notes 

SUB-THEMES: 

The meaning of the 

“ordinary magisteri-

um,” appeals to the 

“sensus fidelium” 

SUB-THEMES: The theologi-

cal meanings of architecture – 

“sacred space” as 

pedagogy 

SUB-THEMES: 

Responding to 

Protestant critiques 

Marian Apparitions (in 

class) 

SUB-THEMES: 

Debates about the 

“authoritativeness” of 

social teaching 

CONCLUDING 

THE STUDY OF 

CATHOLICISM 

FIRST RE-

VIEW 

BEGIN READ-

ING What is Shi’i 

Islam? on your 

own 

This session on-

wards read sections 

of What is Shi’i 

Islam? that seem 

relevant to our 

sessions.  



March 02 
(M) 

04 
(W) 

09 
(M) 

11 
(W) 

16 
(M) 

18 
(W) 

23 
(M) 

25 
(W) 

30 
(M) 

Themes 
& 

 Topics 

  SHIISM: “The 

Story of  a Family”  

Imam Husayn 

(and Zaynab) 

Cancelled Religious 

Thought & 

Practices (I) 

Religious 

Thought & 

Practices (II) 

SHIISM: Review, 

Discussion 

& Q&A (I) 

SHIISM: Re-

view, Discussion 

& Q&A (II) 

T 

E 

X 

T 

S 

   WATCH: Majid 
Majidi’s flm 
“Muhammad” 

https://
bit.ly/3bZvYGI 

 

 Hadith Kisa, 

https://
bit.ly/2T7tSfx  

  

 

 Bahrululum 
"The Kerbala 
Epic" (M) 

 Schimmel, Kar-
bala and Imam 
Husayn” (M) 

 SRZ, "A Con-
temporary Re-
telling of Is-
lam’s Sacred 
Story" (M)  

  NO READ-
INGS (SRZ 
Class Lecture & 
Handout) 

 "Memory, Re-
membrance & 
Commemora-
tion" https://
bit.ly/37OObnk 
Begin at 20:47– 
end at 47:30 

 Time out of 
Memory: 
Ta’ziyeh, pp.1-
18 (M)   

 The Character-
istics of Pious 
(Sermon of 
Hammam) 
https://
bit.ly/3d4FMA1  

 Du’a Kumayl 
https://
bit.ly/3b66w1
3 

 Henry Corbin on 
Shiism (M) 

 The Theosophical 
Sermon (M) 

 Du’a Nudbah 
https://
bit.ly/2UaWLYw 

 MOVIE (?): Mar-
moulak (The Lizard, 
2004) 

 
QUESTIONS ON 

GOOGLE DOC—

questions will be related 

to the textbook What is 

Shi’i Islam? 

 

QUESTIONS 

ON GOOGLE 

DOC—questions 

will be related to 

the textbook What 

is Shi’i Islam? 

Notes 

        FINISH READING 

What is Shi’i Islam? by 

today 

Post a passage from 

What is Shi’i Islam? 

along with ONE 

question that you 

wish to ask.  

https://bit.ly/3bZvYGI
https://bit.ly/3bZvYGI
https://bit.ly/2T7tSfx
https://bit.ly/2T7tSfx
https://bit.ly/37OObnk
https://bit.ly/37OObnk
https://bit.ly/3d4FMA1
https://bit.ly/3d4FMA1
https://bit.ly/3b66w13
https://bit.ly/3b66w13
https://bit.ly/3b66w13
https://bit.ly/2UaWLYw
https://bit.ly/2UaWLYw


April 01 
(W) 

06 
(M) 

08 
(W) 

13 
(M) 

15 
(W) 

20 
(M) 

22 
(W) 

27 
(M) 

29 
(W) 

Themes 
& 

 Topics 

Second Re-

view 

INTRO-

DUCTION 

& OVER-

VIEW of  

PART III 

 

 

WORKSHOP 

for upcoming 

GROUP-LED 

CLASS SES-

SIONS 

 

 GROUP-LED 

CLASS 

MEETING (I) 

 

GROUP-LED 

CLASS 

MEETING   

(II) 

 

GROUP-LED 

CLASS 

MEETING  

(III) 

STUDENS-

LED CLASS 

MEETING  

(IV) 

CONCLUD-

ING our Study 

 

T 

E 

X 

T 

S 

SECOND 

REVIEW - 

Due by mid-

night on Friday 

April 3 through 

Moodle/Email. 

 Roman Cath-
olics and 
Shi’i Mus-
lims, Intro-
duction, 
Chaps 4 & 5 

 

 

N/A       Concluding 
Reflections 

 Evaluations 
 
 

Notes 

SECOND  

REVIEW 

 Meet with your 
group to develop 
ideas for your class 
session. 

 Group leading the 

class is welcome 

to assign readings. 

Group leading the 

class is welcome 

to assign readings. 

Group leading the 

class is welcome 

to assign readings. 

Group leading the 

class is welcome to 

assign readings. 

Attendance Sheet 
for the semester 
due today.  
  



May 04 
(M) 

06 11 13 18 20 25 27 

Themes & 

 Topics 

 

WE MAY NEED TO MEET FOR THIS SES-

SION (TBD) 

 

T 

E 

X 

T 

S 

 
 

Notes 
 PS: PAPER IN LIEU OF RE-

VIEW DUE BY MIDNIGHT 
MAY 11. 


