GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR DEBATES
 
The debate tends to be a fruit and culmination of major portion of the course curriculum. That is why it is a key litmus test as to the failure (and success) of my teaching, and your learning. Though it tends to be enjoyable and often “fun”, it is placed within our study as a very serious and rigorous intellectual practice with immense potential for synthesis of themes and ideas covered.  
Guidelines:
0. Your comments and contributions should reflect mastery and comprehension of the views, modes and perspectives debated and the assigned readings. In other words your comments should display clarity and synthesis of ideas. Reviewing texts, notes other relevant material comprehensively is obviously inevitable.
0.    It is not enough to know the views of your chosen side only; you must be able to articulate other views/modes/perspectives equally well and be able to see relationship among them all. It means that you must anticipate and guess the kinds of critique others will make of your position and how you’d respond to that. Better the anticipation, better you’d do.
0.     You may prepare in groups but each person has to choose one’s individual position independent of the other. It is important that your choice of the position is not a function of your group preparation.
0.     Do not forget that you need a clear opening statement (no more than 2 minutes) regarding your position and your critique or main problem with the other positions individually.
0.     All comments have to be succinct and straightforward. In one go, no one can speak for more than a minute.
Typically I take the role of moderator (and mediator). You may be asked to comment on the value of your or someone else’s  contribution to the conversation, i.e., evaluate.
 
 
REL 378 Islam in the Modern Age 
 
GUIDELINES FOR THE DEBATE:
SIGNIFICANCE: I would like to emphasize that this debate is culmination of everything we have studied this semester. It is therefore fruit of our study for the last 2 months, and litmus-test of how far we have come in our understanding. Your comments and contributions should reflect mastery and comprehension of all three positions and assigned readings, clarity of  ideas and  synthesis. That is why the criterion of assessment of your performance will be more so quality than quantity. 
 
FORMAT (points 1-8): 
0. I will only be a moderator. You should not turn to me for answers or clarification;   
0. You may prepare in groups but each participant has to choose one's position independent of others. It is important that your choice of the position is not a function of your group preparation;
0. Instead of choosing a position for fun, it will be good to choose a side you really agree with (or agree with more);
0. All three groups will be given no more than 10 minutes to prepare for the debate in the beginning of the class. The debate will begin then;
0. Each group needs to have a clear OPENING STATEMENT: 
10. It does not need to be written; that's up to you; (I suggest that you have it written ahead of time but that may require you to prepare it before the class meets; again, your call)
10. Either way it should not be more than 2 minutes;
10. Should state clearly and succinctly what is your position; 
10. Why in your view it is the right one; AND 
10. What you find seriously wrong/dangerous/absurd with positions of the other two sides individually; 
0. After each group makes this opening statement then each group can respond to the comments of the other groups, defend themselves and build on their critique;
0. All comments have to be succinct and straightforward. In one go, no one can speak for more than a minute. 
0. GROUP MODERATION: The group needs to decide who will or will not speak each time it's their turn. In other words, groups need to moderate their own participation;
 
GENERAL GUIDELINES:
0. AGAIN, your comments and contributions should reflect mastery and comprehension of all three positions and the assigned readings: clarity and synthesis  of  ideas. That means you need to review the readings/class discussion of all three positions;
0. Not only you need to know your position but your position in relation to other positions. It means that you must anticipate and guess the kinds of critique others will make of your position and how you'd respond to that. Better the anticipation, better you'd do;
  
As it has been the case in the past, I hope it will be an excellent learning exercise for us all, and we'd also enjoy the session.
 
REL 276 SUNNI-SHIA DEBATE
SUGGESTIONS FOR AN EFFECTIVE DEBATE:
0. Know both sides of the debate very well, meaning carefully going over the readings, lecture notes and class discussion. For you to be successful you will have to have the debate in your head first. Something like, if we say 'X' they will say 'Y' and if they say 'Y' we will say 'Z' and so on.
0. Defeating the other side will entail knowing where you can be attacked and what your defense will be, and where your potential for attack and the other side's defense will be. Know the arguments, figure out how to rebut those. Hit the other side on its weak point. 
0. There is nothing wrong with reading online material on this. Just remember that this is a debate about events of the early Islamic History.
0. Debate well: come across confident and sure of your self. Remember the recent presidential debates. 
0. Make reference to the evidence. You may mark relevant quotes from the readings in case they are needed.
0. Surprise the other side with something they might not have thought of. Again, they may have prepared for the expected but if you catch them by surprise you have an edge. Remember the first presidential debate?
0. Finally do not give up.
 
Good luck! This is always fun and an excellent way of synthesizing what we have learned thus far.
 
Best,
Srz
 
 

